
Federal Communications Commission                     Chairman Michael K. Powell
445  12th Street, SW                                  Commissioner Kathleen Q.
Abernathy
Room 8B201                                            Commissioner Michael J.
Copps
Washington, D.C.  20554                               Commissioner Kevin J.
Martin
(202) 418-1000  phone

Reference: FCC Docket Nos 96-45, 98-171, 90-571, 92-237, 99-200, 95-116, 98-170
and NSD File No. L-00-72.

Dear FCC:

November 1, 2002

As a customer of TracFone service, I was recently informed of a proposed
increase to the Universal Service Fee that TracFone pays on behalf of its
subscribers.  I currently use my TracFone only as a convenience and emergency
device.  This means that my usage is lower than the minimum amount of usage they
sell on their monthly/annual prepaid phone cards.  In dollars and cents, I pay
around $80.00 per year for having my cellular phone available to use.  If this
measure passes, my yearly cost will go to around $92.00, an increase of over 13
percent.  This amount of an increase seems entirely too high to be justifiable.

I also understand from TracFone that the amount they will have to pay will be 10
fold what its current level is.  It seems that unless all carriers are being
forced to pay so much more than they currently pay, this proposal is unfairly
attacking certain types of carriers.  I therefore request that this measure be
rethought out and a fairer proposal be instituted.

Sincerely yours,
  Donald L. Ward

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please provide a written
response indicating the status/resolution of this matter.

Very truly yours,

Donald L. Ward
286 Grange Road

CC: FCC Subcommittee Members


